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latest days) to be misled by superstition, fraud, treachery, vice,
Cagliostro was unveiled. A Scottish physician saw through
his pretensions, his patter, and his professional style, laughed
at his elixir of life and at his food of the gods. Cagliostro and
his wife fled. Courland, East Prussia, Poland, Saxony—the
luxurious Dresden, the cultured, wealthy Leipzig—were all
visited in turn, until Strasbourg, which had a very wealthy,
good-natured, and gullible archbishop, was reached. There
the Cagliostros met another of their kind, the adventuress
called Countess de la Motte-Valois, a genuine though very
fallen descendant of the old royal line, illegitimate branch.
Cagliostro was clever enough not to appear as a principal; but
there seems no reason to doubt that he went deeply with La
Motte into the conspiracy of the Diamond Necklace.
This affair was one of the scandals which have preceded the
fall of grand dynasties. High society had become unwhole-
some. An Austrian physician, Friedrich Anton Mesmer, was
creating a vogue in Paris for < occultism/ hypnotism/ mesmer-
ism/ People were gullible. The Prince-Cardinal Louis de
Rohan, Archbishop of Strasbourg, was rich, vain, easy with
his money. Countess de la Motte, who was simply an unprin-
cipled adventuress, obtained access to him and intimated that
the Queen Marie Antoinette would favourably receive him.
The Prince-Cardinal went to Versailles. La Motte arranged a
meeting on the night, probably, of July 28,1784, in the garden of
the Chateau, between him and 'the Queen/ impersonated by a
young woman in white gown and hood, called Marie-Nicole
Leguay d'Oliva. The hooded figure dropped a rose into the
hands of the kneeling Cardinal, and then vanished into the night.
The next step in the conspiracy was for the Countess de
la Motte to induce the Cardinal to stand surety to a jeweller
for a diamond necklace (costing about £80,000) which the
Queen wished to purchase, but for which, at the moment, she
had not sufficient cash. A forged agreement, purporting to be
signed by the Queen, containing an undertaking to purchase
the necklace, was then given to him by La Motte. The Paris
jeweller then delivered the necklace to the Cardinal, who

